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Dear Rick: 

Thank you for all ~he work you have done researching and informing legislators, agencies, and 
private organizations about universal design: The charts you have created documenting the way 
state and federal laws match up, and where they leave gaps, are particularly helpful. I admire the 

' dedication you have shown on this project not only for ·your child's sake, but also for all students 
in Minnesota. Your effort is commendable. 

I also am intrigued with your thoughts on how universal design can be applied to apprenticeships 
in labor, and how the high illiteracy rate in prison relates to poor education and recidivism. I . 
agree with you that the way that our children learn can greatly !lffect the path of their education. 
Some individuals will excel with hands-on activities while others find success in reading. Just as 

- - .. ..... ·. . .. .. - - .. . . 

there are numerous ways to learn there should be a similar variety of accepted teaching methods. 

As you probably know, legislative deadlines have passed and it is extremely ui:llikely that any 
bills to address universal design or the disparity between state and federal education laws can 
move forward this biennium. However, that does not mean your efforts are in vain. I encourage 

you to build upon the work you have already done and to reach out to other individuals and 
groups to address the situation. Your own suggestion of finding labor unions, prison officials, 
and teachers at all levels to back your proposals will help to make your case in 2011. 

1254 Dale St. N., St. Pau l, Minnesota 55117 
State Office Building, 100 Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 1298 

FAX: (651) 296-8803 Email: rep.john.lesch@house.mn 

(651) 489-7238 
(651) 296-4224 



Again, thank you for your attention to detail and sincere effort to improve the education system 

in the state. If there is anything I can do to assist you on this, or any other issue, please let me 
know. 
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Posted: Jan 21 2016 9 :45AM Share on: 

Press/News Releases 

Tweet 

Rep. Thissen releases Legislative Reform Package to 
make Minnesota's government more open and 

accessible to the public 

Proposal seeks to improve Minnesota 's "0- rating" for openness and 
transparency 

SAINT PAUL, MINN - 2015 was not a banner year for transparency in 
Minnesota's government. Minnesota received a D- grade for openness and 
transparency in state government from a report conducted by the Center for 
Publ ic Integrity, a national non-profit watchdog organization. Among oth er 
reasons, t he report highl ig ht ed backroom negotiations and the chaotic 
conclusion of the 2015 session as areas where Minnesota's govern ment 
comes up short in terms of its open ness to t he publi c. 

Today, State Representa tive Paul Thissen announced a legisl ative reform 
package that includes both statutory and procedural recommendat ions t o 
make the legislature more open and transparent to the public . The 
recommendations include longer public notices before final actions on bills 
and changes to make it ea sier for t he public to follow legislation and provide 
input. In addition, the proposal seeks a statutory change to stop the 
"revolving door" of leg islators who become lobbyists and increased reporting 
related to per diem and other public expenditures . 

"Minnesotans expect and deserve a government that puts them first, but too 
many people are disconnecting from a political process that they see as 
disproportionately benefiting the wealthy and well-connected," said Thissen . 
"Minnesotans I've heard from are frustrated by a lack of transparency and 
sense that special interests are pul ling strings behind the scenes . We owe it 
to those Minnesotans and all of our constituents to make our legislature more 
transparent and more open to the public- even if it causes discomfort for us 
as legislators." 

Th issen's package includes severa l changes to rules and procedures designed 
to improve the ability of legislators t o craft sound public policy and to allow 
the public to participate in the process. Those changes include : 

24 hour public notice before final vote : Require conference committee 
reports be published 24 hours prior to a vote taking place before each House 
and require House votes on concurrences from the Senate to be 24 hours 
prior to a vote taking place. 

Increased t ransparency for conference committees: Require public 
notification of a conference committee adoption vote 12 hours prior to 
adoption vote. Also, require conference committees to provide an opportunity 
for public testimony . 

No more passing bills "in dark of night": Amend House rules to forbid the 
ability to suspend the rul es for the purpose of allowing the House to meet 
past midnight prior to the last two weeks of legislative session. 
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• Statement from House DFL 
Leader Paul Thissen on 
February Budget Forecast -
(Posted: 2016-02-26) 

• House DFL Leader Thissen 
statement on Graduation Rates 
- (Posted: 2016-02-22) 
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Generation Main Street Act to 
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Increased transparency and public participation in setting joint 
budget targets: Require that once joint targets are adopted, the LCPFP shall 
hold a hearing and vote to approve target- a binding vote for both bodies. In 
addition, an opportunity for public testimony must be provided for. In 
addition, amend House Rules to require adoption of joint ta rgets no later than 
14 days prior to adjournment. And, if the fourteen day requirement is not 
met, require approval of the entire House for joint targets. 

Move constitutional language on "single subject rule" to House Rules: 
Require in the House Rules that no bill before the House shall embrace more 
than one subject (except for major finance bil ls) . 

Limit omnibus budget bills to budget related material: Amend House 
Rules so that Omnibus Budget Bills only contain budget related material. 

"We must never repeat the mockery of legislative process that occurred last 
session when the House jammed through a $100 million spend ing bill that no 
one - either legislators or the public - had a chance to read," sa id Thissen. 
"These rule changes may present challenges to legis lators, but we need to 
think about our constituents, who right now face too many hurdles to fo llow 
legislation at the legislature that may have a significant impact on the ir lives ." 

Thissen's proposal would also include measures to ensure legis lators are 
meeting a higher standard of transparency and disclosure with the pub lic. 
Those changes include: 

Stop "Revolving Door": Require a 1-year "Revolving Door" statutory 
change, banning former legislators, judges as we ll as cabinet-level executive 
branch members from becoming lobbyists for the formal legislative session 
immediately following the date of departure from public service. 

Data Practices Study: Currently, the Minnesota House is exempt from the 
Data Practice Act. That should change. The Legislative Commission on Data 
Practices should study and report back to the legislature before the 2017 
legislative session with a proposal to imp lement provisions of t he Data 
Practices Act in the Minnesota House and a pro posal to cover the costs of 
such changes. 

Increased transparency related to per diem and other public 
expenditures : Establ ish House po licy to publish al l information relat ed t o per 
diem, mileage, housing stipend, committ ee budgets, etc. on a roll ing monthly 
basis . 

" We need to build greater trust with the public that legislators are conducting 
their work on behalf of the people," said Thissen. "These provisions take steps 
in the right direction ." 

Thissen said legislation that requires statutory changes would be introduced 
the f irst week of session . He encourages the House Republican Majority to 
engage on a debate on House Rules around provisions that would require rule 
changes . 

3/2/2016 II :28 AM 
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Website Accessibility Statement 

Date. October 7, 2015 

Accessibility 

The National Football League (NFL) is CC?mmitted to facilitating the accessibility and usability of its Web site, NFL. com, for all people 

wtth disabilities. Working with a retamed 11ccessibility consultant, the NFL will be implementing over time the relevant portions of the 

World Wide Web Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0 Level M 0/'JCAG 2.0 M) as its web accessibility standard , 

which will also bring NFL. com into conformance with the Section 508 Web Accessibility Standards developed by the United States 

Access Board (Section 508) Our website will be tested on a periodic basis with assistive technology such as screen readers and 

screen magnifiers, and with users with diSabilities who use these technologies. 
I 

Below are some of the steps we are taking under our accessibility policy· 

We have engaged an experienced accessibility consultant, The National Center for Accessible Media at WGBH (NCAM), to conduct a 

website accessibility audit and provide the NFL with specific recommendations to facilitate website accessibility and conformance with 

WCAG 2. 0 M standards. 

The NFL's accessibility consultant will provide training on a periodic basis for the NFL's Web development team on WCAG 2.0 M and 

Section 508 conformance. 

On an ongoing basis, the NFL will have (:leriod ic website accessibility audits, as well as end-user accessibility testing and evaluation of 

NFL. com, conducted in order to provide Jrioritized feedback to the NFL regarding conformance with WCAG 2.0 M standards. 

The NFL has adopted a website accessibility policy to support its commitment to the accessibility of NFL. com. 

Contact The NFL With Your Accessibility' Questions 

Please be aware that our efforts are ongQing. If, at any time, you have specific questions or concerns about the accessibility of any 

particular Web page on NFL. com, please contact us at accessibility@nfl.com. If you do encounter an accessibility issue, please be sure · 

to specify the Web page in your email , al')d we will make all reasonable efforts to make that page accessible for you. 
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Rick Heller 

From: 
To: 

"Jason Kuenle" <jason.kuenle@revisor.mn.gov> 
<mnrick@mninter. net> 

Sent: 
Attach: 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015 12:56 PM 
15-3301. pdf; 15-3301 memo. pdf 

Subject: Bill draft and memo update 

Hi Rick, 
I 
I 

Attached is the bill and corresponding memo in pdf format for the bill 
that I have been working with you ~n. 

Last month, you laid out three things that you wanted done before moving 
forward: 

l) send you the content attached; 
2) send this same content to Rep. Erickson and Sen. Wiger; and 
3) ensure that these documents were accessible by screen reader. 

This e-mail fulfill~ i.tem I and the!;e same d~.uments have been sent to 
the offices ofR."ep. Erickson and Sen. Wiger to fulfill item 2. However, 
I cannot fulfil1itenr3 this session. The drafting program developed by 
this office does not allow exporting pdfs with strike and underscore 
that is readable by JAWS and we will not be able to implement that 
functionality before the end of session. As I am sure you have used this 
session, the bill portion of the legislature's website has undergone 
substantial changes in order to facilitate screen reader usage. However, 
due to the confidentiality requirements of this office, I cannot post 
unintroduced bills to the public website to make use of these new 
features. Upon introduction of the bill, the screen reader function 
should work the same as for every other bill on our website. 

The next step in the process is having the bill introduced. I can send 
the jacketed versions ofthe bill to I) Rep. Erickson, 2) Sen. Wiger, or 
3) the House copies to Rep. Ericks9n and the Senate to Sen. Wiger. 
Please let me know how you would like me to proceed from here. And if 
you have any further questions. 

Thanks, 
Jason 

Jason F. Kuenle 
Senior Assistant Revisor 
Office of the Revisor of Statutes 
700 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1297 
651-296-0218 (office) 
651-296-0569 (fax) 
jason.kuenle@revisor.mn.gov 
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The kind of anti-trust legislation that is needed. The digital pile would be much smaller. But safer? 
(Source: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division) 
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